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The iDaafa (also called “the construct phrase”) is one of the fundamental structures
of Arabic. Formally, LY/ consists of two or more nouns strung together to form a

relationship of possession or belonging. You have seen many examples of L_il_aY! ,
among them:

Jd! S L il S L 50 55 Taals
There are three important points to remember about Glayl:

(1) The relationship between the two (or more) nouns may be thought of as equivalent to the
English construction of. Arabic has no alternative construction for expressing this relationship
between nouns. Thus, to say the woman's story in Arabic, you must first reconstruct the
phrase to the story of the woman: 31 ,—a¥| i_a_3 . Note that many compound words in
English are also expressed using Llayl, for example:
housework Sl Jid

(2) Only the final word in an “ilia/ can take ! or a possessive suffix. In the following
examples, note that the first word in each Lal.a) is definite by definition, without ! . In
the final example, note that New York is definite because it is a proper noun.

the family of my father = my father’s family @l Wile
the office of the professor = the professor’s office LW | RN
The University of New York = New York University s laals
the notebook of the student = the student’s notebook Ut yaay

These simple c_'L'lL-'a! all consist of two nouns. Complex = lil s | , on the other hand,
contain more than two, in which case all non-final nouns behave like the first and never
takeJ!| . Examine the following Lilua !, which contains four nouns:

the son of the uncle of the father of Maha= Maha's father’s cousin lgo aJlg @ ool sand
You heard Lg use a similar il : «galy pe 5l gan. Note that only the final noun
takes the pronoun suffix. Use the following phrase to remember this rule:

my telephone number oialiag
(3) Inial.ayl, 3 must always be pronounced as =, on all words in which it appears
except the final word in the Lalual .
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MATCH NOUNS IN COLUMNS | AND w4 TO FORM MEANINGFUL <lalial, AND WRITE YOUR COMBINATIONS IN
A SENTENCE IN THE THIRD COLUMN. VARIOUS COMBINATIONS ARE POSSIBLE FOR MOST WORDS.
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«iuall Jad: ON ABLANK SHEET OF PAPER, WRITE AS MANY FACTS ABOUT YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY AS
YOU CAN WITHOUT REVEALING YOUR NAME.

wiuall g" ¢ YOUR TEACHER WILL COLLECT ALL THE PAPERS AND REDISTRIBUTE THEM RANDOMLY. YOUR GOAL
IS TO UNCOVER THE IDENTITY OF THE PERSON WHOSE PAPER YOU HOLD. READ IT, THEN ASK OTHER STUDENTS
QUESTIONS BASED ON THE INFORMATION YOU HAVE UNTIL YOU FIND THE RIGHT PERSON.
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THE SENTENCES BELOW LACK A CENTRAL ELEMENT. MATCH WORDS FROM UST | WITH WORDS FROM LIST s TO

FORM < lilia] THAT WILL COMPLETE THE SENTENCES:
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